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History 
1939 The City of Bloomington acquired Eller farm for development of a municipal airport. 

1942 Indiana University built an administration building and hanger; the airport later purchased these. 

1943 The Indiana General Assembly empowered establishment of Boards of Aviation Commissioners, 
and Bloomington established the first such board. 

1944 The airport was designated Kisters Field in honor of Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Lt. 
Gerry H. Kisters. 

1960 Airport ownership was transferred to Monroe County, and a bond issue funded the construction of 
a hangar and an Airline Terminal Building. 

1967 The Administration Building was constructed and operations were moved to the East side of the 
Airport. 

1973 The Control Tower was built and the Van Buren Township Fire Station was built in 1974. 

1986 The old Britt Airline Terminal was converted into an office building and the Administration Building 
on the East side of the field became the Airline Terminal. 

1988 Runway 17/35 was reconstructed, and in 1990 property needed to extend the runway was acquired. 
One of the homes purchased was moved onto the airport to serve as an Administration Building. 

1993 Runway 6/24 was reconstructed, Runway 17/35 was extended to 6500 feet, and a Snow Removal 
Equipment Building was constructed; in 1994 an Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) Building 
was constructed to house a new ARFF Vehicle. 

1995 The aircraft-parking apron was reconstructed and enlarged by 50%, and new apron lighting was 
installed. 

1996 The Airport took over Air Traffic Control Tower operations, and the Airport was connected to the 
City’s sewer system. 

1998 The South end of the airport was connected to water, sewer and gas, hangar development began, 
and the airport taxiways were reconstructed. 

2000 The old Britt Airline Terminal was demolished to make way for the new Fine Light Corporate Hangar 
to be complete in February 2001.  

2001 In May, the Air Traffic Control Tower entered into a cost-share program with the FAA resulting in a 
49% savings for these services to the community. 

In September 2001, Monroe County Airport was included in the nationwide ground stop because 
of terrorist activity. This represented the only time in recorded history that all aircraft over flying the 
United States were ordered to immediately land and remain grounded until further notice. 

Because of Congressional support, Monroe County Airport received a land purchase grant from 
the FAA of $2 million to purchase 185 acres on the West boundary. Additional land purchases 
began in December 2001. 

The airport received additional FAA grants for the purchase of new Snow Removal Equipment, 
Phase I construction of a parallel taxiway to runway 6, runway 35 safety area corrections, and 
construction of a vehicle service road to accommodate the Southwest portion of the airport. These 
grants, including those for land purchase, totaled $3,249,590.00. 
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2002 On August 12, Phase I of the Parallel Taxiway for runway 6/24 and the Runway 17 Safety Area 
Correction projects were completed and reopened for aircraft traffic. 

On September 2, construction of the vehicle perimeter road was completed and opened for use. 

In 2002, the airport’s economic impact, as computed by the Aviation Association of Indiana, was 
$26.8 million annually. 

By December 2002, Monroe County Airport acquired 11 parcels of land, totaling 180 additional 
acres and 9 homes.  

2003 In April, construction began on the second and final phase of the parallel taxiway for runway 6/24. 
Taxiway B was officially open for traffic on November 1, 2003. 

In September, the airport successfully negotiated the purchase of the remaining five acres of the 
land identified in the Land Acquisition Grant Project 17. 

In December, Mr. Robert Woolery retired his position on the Board of Aviation Commissioners. Mr. 
Woolery completed 20 years of service on the Aviation Board. 

2004 In August, the Board of Aviation Commissioners awarded the contract to commence Phase I of the 
airport perimeter fence project. This project provided a 10-foot chain link fence and electronic gates 
to replace existing fence. 

In October 2004, the airport’s economic impact, as computed by the Aviation Association of 
Indiana, was $35.3 million annually.   

2005 In July, the Board of Aviation Commissioners awarded the contract for Phase II of the Airport 
Perimeter Fence Project. This project completed the 10-foot chain-link fence surrounding the 
airport’s safety and security areas.  

In a ceremony on November 15, 2005 the Monroe County Commissioners rededicated the airport 
as Kisters Field in honor of WWII Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Lt. Gerry H. Kisters. A 
plaque, donated by Mr. and Mrs. Dick Beard was mounted in the airport’s public lobby and unveiled 
to family and friends. 

2006 In April, the airport began site preparation to provide for three large privately-owned hangars on 
the most recently purchased property along Kirby Road. Funding for this project was provided by 
the Cumulative Capitol Development funds set aside for airport development by the Monroe County 
Commissioners. The project allowed for placement and compaction of approximately 12,000 to 
15,000 yards of earthen fill. 

On April 20, 2006, the airport and community suffered the tragic loss of five Indiana University 
students who were making an attempt to land in adverse weather conditions.  

In September, the airport received a Federal Aviation Administration grant to reconstruct the 
underground drainage and asphalt taxiways surrounding the airport owned T-Hangars. This 
project, at just over $755,000, began September 5, 2006, and was expected to be completed in the 
early spring of 2007. 

In December, the Airport’s economic Impact, as determined by the most recent Aviation Association 
of Indiana study was $33.6 million annually. 

2007 In July, airport maintenance employees completed all the required training necessary to assume 
the FAR Part 139 Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) standby and response duties at Monroe 
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County Airport. The employees were trained to perform the specific task of initial response to an 
aircraft accident operating under FAA Part 139 until mutual aid responders arrive. 

In September, the Board began the process of completing a comprehensive set of rules and 
regulations for operations and business conducted at Monroe County Airport. This document would 
set in written form the rules and regulations that provide a reasonable, non-arbitrary and 
nondiscriminatory structure for the effective use of the Monroe County Airport. 

Monroe County Airport received a Federal Airport Improvement Grant to complete a $126,704 
project to install supplemental wind cones per FAA Part 139 requirements. The project began on 
October 29, 2007 and was completed November 9, 2007. 

2008 In June, Indiana University Flight Department sold their existing aircraft and ceased operation at 
Monroe County Airport. 

In December, the Aviation Board adopted its comprehensive Rules and Regulations document as 
official policy by which business and operations would be conducted at Monroe County Airport 

2009 In June, the Board accepted a federal grant for an airport improvement project in the amount of 
$500,000 for the construction of a connecting taxiway from the corporate hangar complex to 
Runway 35. This project was completed in October. 

In September, the Board accepted a federal grant for improvements in the terminal area fencing 
and electronic gates in the amount of $410,150. The project was completed in January 2010. 

2010 In July, Colton Harris Moore a.k.a. The Barefoot Bandit allegedly forced entry into at least four 
privately owned aircraft hangars and stole a Cessna 400 Corvallis, owned by John “Spider” Miller. 
Moore traveled off the coast of the United States and crashed into the waters six miles off the coast 
of Abaco Island in the Bahamas. 

In August, the United States Department of Agriculture began a Wildlife Hazard Assessment as 
part of a grant accepted in September 2009. The yearlong study will provide an accurate evaluation 
of the wildlife a five-mile radius of the Monroe County Airport, and makes recommendations for a 
program to mitigate the wildlife hazards as witnessed.  

2011 Security cameras and recording devices were installed in February that would monitor and record 
several key locations on the airport. 

In May, the collapse of land near the primary runway prompted extensive investigation and testing 
to determine the integrity of the runway environment. Although it was determined safe to continue 
operations, investigation indicated the area has concerns of sinkholes forming under the runway. 
The Board moved forward to seek federal funding for repairs and an overlay of the existing runway 
that totals just over $11 million.     

The Board accepted a grant of $315,790 used for preliminary design of future corporate hanger 
development, and the required Phase I Environmental Investigation of the sinkhole areas in the 
runway environment marked for future repairs.   

The first of several hangar contracts that will revert back to the airport matured in July 2011. These 
improvements are now the property of the airport and revenues from the leases will supplement 
the Aviation General and Construction Fund.  

2013 In April, Alion Science & Technology began operations at Monroe County Airport. This marks the 
first military support contractor affiliated with Crane NSWC to base operations here. 

In September, the BOAC accepted a grant from the Federal Aviation Administration for the Sinkhole 
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Mitigation/Runway Rehabilitation Project. The Airport Improvement Program grant would fund the 
sinkhole repairs and asphalt overlay project totaling $10,938,767. The project began on September 
16th and the runway was re-opened on November 19th. This aggressive but environmentally 
sensitive project required the excavation of over 400,00 cubic yards of earth, creating a 5’ deep 
stone filter through which ground water could continue to drain without affecting the surface, then 
backfilling roughly 300,000 yards of earth above covered by a complete asphalt overlay of the 
primary runway.  

In February, Monroe County Airport was once again a targeted for the loss of Air Traffic Control  

Tower. Serious budget cuts caused by government sequestration trickled down to cuts within the 
Federal Aviation Administration. As part of the Federal Contract Tower Cost Share Program, 
Monroe County was one of 189 control towers scheduled for closure in 2013. Countless hours of 
efforts were spent by federal and state legislators, local official and airport management to justify 
the continued existence of the towers. By year’s end the FAA agreed to continue the program 
through 2014, but the program’s life is clearly a target for future cuts.  

2014 On October 16, Monroe County Airport was named as the Indiana Aviation Association’s Airport of 
the Year. This annual award is presented by a panel of Airport Professionals that evaluate airports 
and their active roles in demonstrating sound business practices, promoting aviation safety, 
aviation education, economic development, attention to environmental concerns and corporate 
citizenship and outreach. The airport was honored with a $1000 donation to the Board of Aviation 
Commissioners’ choice. This donation was given to New Hope Family Shelter Inc.in Bloomington.  

2015 The Board of Aviation Commissioners approved the lease agreement for 3.3 acres at the north end 
of the aircraft parking apron to allow the construction of BMG Aviation Jet Center. When complete, 
this nearly 40,000 square-foot facility will house BMG Aviation’s FBO operation, flight training, and 
aircraft maintenance relocated from their current buildings near the ATCT.  

Skybridge Tactical, a Miami Florida based company began military support operations in October 
in the former Ace High Flight Training hangar. 

2016 The Board of Aviation Commissioners directed efforts to purchase 55 acres of land adjacent to the 
northeast portion of the airfield. This valuable land would provide additional developable land for 
future business that is capable of connections to runway operation areas. Purchase of this land at 
$1,197,500 was approved by the County Commissioners and Monroe County Council in December. 
Closing on this purchase is expected in February 2017. 

The airport received a $557,502 Federal Airport Improvement Grant for Phase II of the Perimeter 
Fence Skirt. 

 The airport received State Apportionment Grant of $251,319 for the purchase of a large Snow 
Removal Vehicle. 

 By September, Skybridge Tactical and Alion Science & Technology closed their defense support 
operations on the airport.  

2017 The Board of Aviation Commissioners completed the purchase of an additional 55 acres of land 
that adjoins the Northeast portion of the airport property. This land will be utilized for future airport 
development of aviation related businesses.   

 The Board of Aviation Commissioners celebrated 75 years of operations at Monroe County Airport 
May 18-21 in conjunction with the Experimental Aircraft Association Ford Tri-Motor aircraft on 
display and providing passenger rides to the community.  

 The Board of Aviation Commissioners accepted a Federal AIP Grant for the preliminary design to 
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rehabilitate the north 1300 feet of Taxiway Alpha. The preliminary design is estimated at $66,666.00 
Construction is anticipated in 2018 as funding is available.  

The airport owns approximately 1090 acres of land, an Airport Administration Building, an 
Administration Office Building, five large corporate hangars, forty-eight T-Hangars, a Snow 
Removal Equipment Building, an Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting Building, a Maintenance Shop, 
and the Air Traffic Control Tower. Tenants own thirty-four additional buildings that serve as hangars 
and/or offices. 

Monroe County Airport remains operational 24 hours per day and is home base for slightly over 
one hundred registered aircraft. 
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Board of Aviation Commissioners 

Since 1943, the Board of Aviation Commissioners (BOAC) have owned and operated Monroe County 
Airport. Their mission is to provide the citizens of Monroe County with a modern and progressive airport 
facility, with special emphasis on safety and economy.  

In all activities, the BOAC remains cognizant that its decisions and efforts will be aimed at the long-term 
best interest of the community. 

William R. Pugh, M.D. FACS, President of the 2017 Board of Aviation 
Commissioners began his term in June of 2004. Dr. Pugh is a 1963 
graduate of the Indiana University School of Medicine in Indianapolis, 
IN. Dr. Pugh served as Captain, USAF Flight Surgeon from 1963-1967 
where his overseas tours of duty included Mactan Isle, the Philippines 
and Republic of Vietnam. During that time, he was recognized with: 
USAF Air Medal- 37 combat sorties, 2 USAF Commendation Medals, 
USAF Outstanding Unit Award, and USAF Vietnam Service and 
Vietnam Campaign.  

Dr. Pugh has practiced Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery in 
Bloomington since 1971, and has served as Chairman, Board of 
Directors of the Southern Indiana Surgery Center since 1992. He is an 
active Multi-Engine, Instrument, and Commercial Pilot with over 3000 
flight hours. Dr. Pugh is an aircraft and hangar owner at Monroe County 
Airport, and additionally serves the aviation community as FAA Flight 

Medical Examiner. Dr. Pugh and his wife Barbi reside in Bloomington and have three sons, Robert, Mark, 
and Shawn.    

Kenneth W. Ritchie, Vice President of the 2017 BOAC began his term 
on the Board in January 2002. Mr. Ritchie is a graduate of the Indiana 
University School of Business, where he earned an M.B.A. Degree in 
Finance and Marketing, and the Indiana University College of Arts and 
Sciences where he earned a B.A. Degree in English.  

Ken has been the Senior Vice President, of Old National Bank 
Bloomington since 1996 and is a corporate lending relationship 
manager.  Among his past activities in the community are The Greater 
Bloomington Chamber of Commerce Growth Council Chair and 
Business Advocacy Chair, Ken is Past Elder and former President of the 
Trustees of First Presbyterian Church, and former Vice President and 
Treasurer of the Monroe County Council on the Prevention of Child 
Abuse. Currently he is a board member and Treasurer of the recently 
formed New Hope Family Shelter, Inc. Born and raised in Henry County, 

Indiana, Mr. Ritchie currently resides in Bloomington with his wife Connie   
and two daughters, Amanda and Carrie. 
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Gene S. DeVane, Secretary of the 2017 Board of Aviation 
Commissioners began his second term in January 2004. After growing 
up in St. Pauls, NC where he completed his early education, Gene 
served four years in the United States Air Force and ten years in the 
U.S.A.F. Reserves. Mr. DeVane graduated from the Creighton 
University School of Medical Technology, majoring in Biology. His post 
military experience includes:  

· Research Assistant at Indiana University Department of Microbiology. 

· Medical Technologist at the Bloomington Hospital Diagnostic 
Laboratory. 

· Midwest Medical Products Sales Manager for Cook Inc.  

· Vice President Asian Operations, Cook Incorporated. 

An interest in aviation led Mr. DeVane to establish the Indiana University Flying Club and served as its first 
President. After completing Federal Aviation Administration Air Traffic Control Training, he worked at the 
Terre Haute Flight Service Station, Indianapolis Center, and Monroe County Airport Control Tower. An avid 
aviation enthusiast, Gene holds a Private, Instrument, and Multi Engine Pilot Certificate. Gene served a 
first term on the BOAC from 1981 to 1998 when he resigned to move to Japan.  

Mr. DeVane is very active in the community, where he has served as President of the Stone Belt Board of 
Directors; Better Living for Special People Board of Directors and co-founder; and the Black File Archives 
Advisory Board. On April 19, 2011, the BOAC recognized Mr. DeVane for 25 years of combined service to 
the Monroe County Board of Aviation Commissioners; this year marked 31 years of service.    

Patrick Murphy, Treasurer of the 2017 BOAC was appointed a 
member in March of 2016.  

Previously, Mr. Murphy served as the director of the City of Bloomington 
Utilities from 2004 to 2016.  In addition, he served as Deputy 
Commissioner for the Indiana Department of Workforce Development 
from 1997 until 2003.  While in the position of Deputy Director, he was 
appointed by Governor Frank O'Bannon to be state coordinator for 
Military Mission Support.  

Mr. Murphy holds a B.A. in Political Science from Indiana University, 
Bloomington. He was a member of the Bloomington City Council from 
1980 to 1987. As a citizen, he has served on the Bloomington Public 
Transportation Corporation and Utilities Service Board. He was 
designated a Sagamore of the Wabash by Governor O'Bannon and a 
Distinguished Hoosier by Governor Joe Kernan. 
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2017 General Report 

Snow Removal Vehicle 

Efforts that began in 2016 
to replace a primary snow 
removal vehicle resulted in 
the delivery of this diesel 
powered all-wheel-drive 
Freightliner. The vehicle is 
equipped with a Stainless-
Steel Dump Bed, Sand 
Spreader, and 14’ Runway 
Plow.   
 
The vehicle was purchased 
with assistance from an 

Indiana Department of Transportation Apportionment Grant authorized in 2016. Though originally 
scheduled for delivery in February of 2017, several delays plagued the contractor throughout the spring 
and summer. After corrections were made to noted discrepancies in the vehicle, the truck was fully 
operational and delivered only days prior to the first measurable snowfall on Christmas weekend in 2017.  
This state of the art vehicle replaced a much smaller snow plow truck that was purchased and operated 
as a primary snow removal vehicle since 1982. The total project cost was just over $262,000.  
 

Land Purchase 
(Excerpt from 2016 Annual Report) 

The purchase of a 55-acre parcel of land that 
has long been on the radar of the Board of 
Aviation Commissioners has once again 
become a major focus in 2016. This parcel of 
land, contiguous to airport property to the 
northeast, is considered by the Board of 
Aviation Commissioners as a viable asset for 
future development of aviation business. The 
Aviation Board has sought the purchase of this 
land for nearly two decades but the previous 
owner’s perception of market value of the land 
was not consistent with other land adjacent to 
the airport.  Different landowners have the 
price more realistic for our consideration.  
In addition to this being an ideal location to 
connect to the primary runway, this parcel of 
land is located at a major intersection with 
utility infrastructure in the immediate vicinity. 

The long-standing zoning of this property has favored such use of Airport and Light Industrial. Now, with the roadway 
and utility improvements that have been completed in the past 15 years, it could be an open invitation to aviation 
support/use businesses, department of defense contractors, and corporate flight departments. Some of these may well 
be located in other industrial areas, but most will have need for direct access to runways. That can only happen if the 
Airport owns the property. 
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As anticipated, steps taken to purchase this parcel of land in 2016 continued into the early months of 
2017. Monroe County Commissioners, Monroe County Council, and the Board of Aviation Commissioners 
investigated multiple funding sources to purchase the property. Although several ideas were explored, 
the most fiscally responsible method was to purchase the land via Bond Anticipation Note (BAN). By 
committing to this low interest loan, Monroe County would secure the capital to purchase the land from 
the Seller, then the Board of Aviation Commissioners would pay the bi-annual interest payments for a 
period of five years. By doing so, this allows the airport to begin a development plan with the Federal 
Aviation Administration in hopes of attracting aviation related business. If development can be achieved 
within this five-year period, profits would be used to repay the loan; otherwise, the Monroe County 
Council will issue a Bond at the end of the five years to repay the BAN.  

On April 12, 2017, Monroe County Commissioners and the Monroe County Board of Aviation 
Commissioners executed the BAN with Regions Bank. The interest payments on the BAN were originally 
estimated at $25,000 annually; however, increasing interest rates and other circumstances elevated the 
payments dramatically. Interest on the note for the first year is $32,934.03 and $43,750 each year 
thereafter. The Board of Aviation Commissioners will utilize farming revenues made from this land in 
conjunction with a portion of the Airport’s Construction Fund to make the interest payments until which 
time the land can be leased for development.  

Purchasing this land demonstrates to the Federal Aviation Administration that Monroe County is taking 
proactive steps to protect federal investments made at our airport and meeting Compatible Land Use 
provisions in FAA Grant Assurances. Because the FAA recognizes the importance of this highly marketable 
land, grant funding for Preliminary Design and Construction Phases for development of this property have 
now been included in the airport’s Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  

The airport continues funding discussions with the FAA to provide shovel ready sites for aviation related 
businesses. In conjunction with those efforts, the airport management has also commissioned a marketing 
based website that focuses on the development of the airport into the future. flymonroecounty.com will 
help guide prospective aviation related businesses and the local public on continued efforts of the Board 
of Aviation Commissioners to maximize the community’s return on investment of their aviation facility.   

Monroe County Airport 75th Year of Operation 
2017 marks the 75th year of operations at Monroe 
County Airport. As our history denotes, the first 
hangar was available and operations began in 1942. 
In 1943, Monroe County was one of the first to avail 
itself of newly passed legislation by forming the 
Board of Aviation Commissioners to provide 
oversight of the airport January 1, 1944.  

To commemorate this event, the 2017 Board of 
Aviation Commissioners teamed with the local 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 650 and 
Cook Aviation to host the historic Ford Tri-Motor 

aircraft for display and public rides on May 18-21, 2017.  The beautifully restored aircraft was hangered 
in the airport’s 14,000 square foot hangar at the north end of the aircraft parking apron. This hangar, 
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formerly owned and operated by Indiana University Foundation, reverted to Monroe County Airport and 
later leased to Cook Aviation in 2015.  

Bloomington’s Herald Times published an informative article on Sunday May 21, 2017 that chronicles 
historic events and Board of Aviation interviews regarding the past and current status of the airport.   
 

FARMLAND LEASE AGREEMENT 
After completing nine successful years with the existing farmland contractor; financial adversities 
prohibited them from completing the remaining two-years of the Airport Farmland Lease agreement. 
The remaining time on the Farmland Lease secured annual cash-rent of 512.5 acres of airport owned 
land at an expected rate of $185.00 per acre. The last year of the contract allowed an adjustment in the 
land rent based on the Purdue Agriculture Economic Report of farmland values in this region of Indiana.  

Airport Officials met on several occasions with the Farm Contractor offering ample opportunity for a 
solution that would be equitable and fair for both the contractor and citizens of Monroe County while 
maintaining the integrity of the contract. On April 1, 2017 Bright Family Farms notified the Airport 
Director that financial payment could not be met in order to continue the Farmland Lease.   Having 
taken proactive measures, Airport Management had advertisement for the public auction of airport-
owned farmland if necessary.  

Experts in the community advised airport management and Aviation Board members to anticipate a 
sizable reduction in the land lease price; perhaps as low as $150.00 per acre per year. On April 5, 2017 
the existing 512 acres of airport-owned land, including an option to add 55 acres of land was auctioned 
for lease in the Airport Administration Building. Nine farming contractors competed in the public auction 
conducted by Jimmy Dean Coffee Auctions resulting in highly competitive pricing for the land. The 
apparent highest bid of $210.00 per acre, per year was reported to the Board after investigating 
references and equipment lists to ensure the bidder was capable of fulfilling the agreement. The Board 
of Aviation Commissioners accepted the new Farmland Lease Agreement on April 18, 2017.   

The end result of this adversity proved to be a sizable increase in revenue for the airport. In 2016, 
farming revenues provided $94,812. In 2017, farming income provided the airport $118,545.  

Budget 
In early September 2017, the Airport Director and Aviation Board Vice President Ken Ritchie presented 
the Board of Aviation Commissioners budget to the Monroe County Council. The Council advised 
departments on changes in the Personal Services category of the budgets and the airport followed 
precisely.  

In August 2017, Monroe County Council reviewed the Special Occupation Classification of the Airport 
Director. The Council reviewed data that compared the salaries for that position to similar airports 
elsewhere in Indiana.  They approved the annual salary of $85,000. The Council also recommended 
increases of $750 per full time employee and prescribed incremental increases for employees based on 
their years of longevity. No other budget increases were requested by the Board of Aviation 
Commissioners.   
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After a brief explanation to the Council, they unanimously approved the budget for the upcoming year. 
Members of the Monroe County Council have exhibited a sincere interest in the operations and 
management of the airport and have provided excellent guidance and leadership with respect to several 
instances in 2015.  

The budget graphs on the following pages depict ten-year trends in various expenditure categories of the 
Airport’s O&M Budget and various sources of revenue generated by the airport:   

Operations and Management for 2018 as approved by Monroe County Council 
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Services Category 

 

Capital Outlay 

 

Farmland Lease revenues 
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Fuel Commissions @ .09 per gallon of fuel sold (BMG Aviation and Cook Aviation)

 

 
Hangar Rent

 
 

Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting and Large Aircraft Landing Fees 
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Land Rent 

 

Office Rent 
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Air Traffic Control Tower Operations and Contract   
Monroe County Airport’s Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) remains active in the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s (FAA) Cost-Share Program. In 1995, FAA budget constraints forced the end of full federal 
funding of our tower. However, when local officials considered the diverse mixture of aircraft and 
passengers visiting Monroe County, losing this valuable service was deemed unacceptable. This action 
forced local funding of air traffic control services until the airport’s entry to the FAA Contract Tower Cost 
Share Program in May 2000.  

This valuable program commits the FAA to provide a percentage of the costs for services that are provided 
by the Air Traffic Control Tower. This percentage of commitment (84% in FY2017) is based on a carefully 
calculated Benefit-to-Cost (BC) Ratio that is adjusted bi-annually by the FAA. As with any federal program, 
each year brings additional growth, regulation change and greater opposition to its existence; its 
continued existence is always threatened.  2017 has proven consistent, requiring continued justification 
for the program. At year’s end in 2017, federal legislators and the new Presidential administration had 
appropriated funding for the full FAA Cost Share Program in the upcoming year.   

Fiscal Year 2017 (Sept. 16-Oct 17) ATCT Contract   $ 488,124.00 

Monroe County Airport Cost Share    $ 78,096.00 

Federal Contract Tower Program Share    $ 410,028.00 

In addition to the cost share contract, the FAA requires the airport to provide a separate maintenance 
contract for all facilities and equipment that is necessary to provide ATCT service. This maintenance can 
only be performed by an FAA approved licensed technician. The contract cost for 2017 remained the same 
at $12,000.  

The ATCT operates between the hours of 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 pm. As a result, the following activity 
figures, while representative of yearly flight activity, do not include early morning and late-night 
operations. Because of early take-offs and late arrivals associated with the corporate traffic, and 
late-night instrument flights that frequent the airport, it is estimated that an additional 20% - 25% 
of the operations occur after ATCT hours.  
 
Monroe County Airport has now purchased computer software that will provide a reasonable 
measurement of the additional traffic that utilize the facilities after ATCT operational hours. 
Although this traffic cannot be used for BC calculations, it does provide the FAA with valuable data 
to support the continued reconstruction and development grants they provide our community. 
This data will be compiled and reported following the first-year compilation. 

 
The following graphs depict the trend of annual aircraft operations and month-by-month accounting of such:  
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Ten Year ATCT Operations Trend 
Aircraft operations indicate a very slight increase over those of 2016. The data depicted above does not include 
Aircraft Overflight operations totaling 1,914 in 2017. Overflight operations are still part of the air traffic control 
tower assistance.  

 

2017 Monthly ATCT Operations 

 

Monthly Operations 3-year Average
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